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ATV ON A BLIMP 


Jon Arney, WB3LHI 

Amateur radio is flying high at the Roches- 
ter Institute of Technology these days. The 
campus amateur radio club, K2GXT, has been 
operating real-time ATV onboard radio con- 
trolled model aircraft and a blimp. This has 
evolved into an ambitious senior design project 
by a group of engineering students. Recently 
the group is involved in developing a 10 ft. 
model airplane to carry ATV, GPS, using a 
packet radio transmitter. 

ATV on a blimp!!! Ever wanted to pilot a 
blimp and race the zamboni at a hockey game? 
K2GXT does it regularly, and efforts are un- 
derway to retransmit the live video to a remote 
location on campus via ATV. 

Members of the RIT amateur radio club, 
Jason Famung, K2WLK, and Jim Stefano, 
W2COP, are leading an effort to develop ATV, 
and other image and data oriented systems for 
K2GXT. Jason is club president and Jim is a 
staff member with the Electoral Engineering 
department They, and other members of the 
RIT club, will attend the RaRa meeting, on 
February 7th, to give a show-n-tell update of 
K2GXT activities and to show images from the 
airplane and blimp. 


RaRa MEETING 
February 7, 2003 
8:00 PM 


HENRIETTA FIRE HALL 
3129 E. HENRIETTA RD. 


ATV ON A BLIMP 
PRESENTED BY 


Jon Arney WB3LHI 


PUBLIC SERVICE 
Keith Freeberg N2BEL 


Ontario Shore Marathon - an event to bene- 
fit the Arthritis Foundation 
Date: Saturday, May 3, 2003 
Location: Starting and ending at Hamlin Beach 
State Park 
Description: Runners (individuals and relay 
teams) challenge themselves to 
Grieve their personal best time for either a 
(26.2 mile) or half (13.1 
le) Marathon. The first runners will start 
from Hamlin Beach State Park at 
8:30 A.M. All radio volunteers will need to be 
on their assigned location 
ior to start time. 
Tour De Cure - A bicycle tour sponsored by 
the American Diabetes Association 
Date: Saturday, June 8, 2003 
Location: Starting and ending at Hamlin Beach 
State Park 
Description: Bicyclists tour scenic Western 
New York Roadways on one of the 
Well marked tour c ~ There are five prede- 
fined distances for riders to 
G@hos® from to challenge their riding skills or 
simply enjoy a scenic ride. 
Ride distances include; 10, 25, 40, 62.5, 
100mile courses and, new this®Year, a special 
‘Inside the Park Only' Parent-Child Ride for 
families not@Quwite ready for the longer routes. 
Each route requires several operators. The first 
bicyclists will start from Hamlin Beach State 
Park at 8:30 A.M. All radio volunteers will 
need to be on their assigned location prior to 
time. This is a fun event for those new to 
Amateur Radio as complete@fraining is given 
to help each operator know exactly what to do 
and@ommunicate about any given situation. 
Breakfast, lunch and dinner are provided for 
amateur radio operators Participating in day of 
event activities. 
CONTINUED ON PAGE 3 
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THE PREZ SAYS 


MaryKay Vesco KC2DPJ 

I wanted to start out by giving everyone 
who attended the January Meeting a Great Big 
Ole Thank You!! You really showed your sup- 
port by coming out in a storm to socialize and 
listen to a great new topic “Echolink”. Jon 
Dickason, N2UC€ was a wonderful presenter 
for this program. Thank you Jon, your program 
was greatly appreciated by many hams. If you 
were unable to attend the January Meeting, you 
can download the “Echolink” program free of 
charge at: www.echolink.org 

Don’t forget, the deadline for the Scholar- 
ship award is approaching soon. If you know a 
ham currently in college or planning to attend 
college, get that ham to become a RaRa mem- 
ber, or if you are a RaRa member, Request a 
Scholarship application. Good Luck on being 
selected the winner; we have a great Scholar- 
ship committee. 

I would also like to give George Platteter, 
AA2FO, a huge thank you for doing a wonder- 
ful job as Vice President this year, being very 
helpful with the RaRa Rag over the years, and 
taking a very active part in Public Relations, 
being the RaRa VE Team leader for many 
years. If you took any testing at the Hamfest 
in the last couple years, it is thanks to George 
that they have been On-Site and More than one 
day! Thank you so much for all of your hard 
work, George. So if you hear him on the bands, 
let him know how much you appreciate all of 
his hard work and dedication. 

Don’t forget, if you have some extra time 
on your hands, give Keith Freeberg, N2BEL a 
call, he is always looking for help with the 
Youth Development Programs, We’d be very 
grateful for the help I thank you in advance for 
your participation. 

Hope to see you all at the February 2003 
Meeting, and don’t forget to bring a guest! 
Thank you. 


Dental, Vision, Prescription, 
& Chiropractic 
Household Plan $19.95 / Month 
Singles Plan $11.95 / Month 
Your Independent Broker: MARYKAY VESCO, KC2DPG 
KC2DPG@aol.com (585) 381-7773 
“America’s number one provider of Discounted Benefits” 


COUNTINUED FROM PLUBLIC SERVICE PAGE 1 
Also, an after event 'Thank You' Event is 
staged for all volunteers each year. This year's 
event was held at 

The S in Rochester and the efforts of 
amateur radio operators to 

Make the event a success were specifically 
honored. 

America's Walk for Diabetes - sponsored by 
the American Diabetes Association (ADA) 
Date: Saturday, September 13, 2003 
Location: Cobb's Hill Park and Park Ave. area, 
Rochester, NY 
Time: Walkers start from Cobb's Hill Area at 
8:30 A.M. 
Description: The 'Walk' starts in the Cobb's 
Hill Area winding through Residential streets 
to the trendy Park Avenue Area and returning 
to Cobb's Hill all before lunch. This is an ex- 
cellent event for those with two-meter hand- 
helds as we are ays in the right spot for 
good repeater coverage. The ADA provides an 

ectic breakfast and a great submarine sand- 
wich luncheon for all its Molunteers that day. 
Lots “ben pleasant early fall day, and nothing 


more enuous to do than use our radios. 
What could be better? 


FOR SALE: 


T-50H Aluma heavy duty Tower. 50 feet 
tall, rated for 100 Mile winds and tilts to work 
onthe antenna. Retails for $2,500. Asking 
$2,250. Detailed technical specs at http:// 
www.alumatower.com. 

Also, Yaesu G-1000SDX heavy duty antenna 
rotor. Retails for $469 + S&H. Asking $400. 
Buy both 

For $2,600!!! . Call Esteban Piva N2MLG 
(585) 746-5118. 


RaRa Rag 20 Years Ago,/Feb- 


Ed Gable K2MP 

The program for this meeting was an inter- 
esting topic of the different types of SSB 
modulation techniques. The speaker, Tom 
Wise, of RF Communications, also demon- 
strated the new stereo AM mode. A front 
page, full width headline, invited all to the 
RaRa Valentine Dinner Party. Held at the 
Packet Room of the Hilton Inn-on-the- 


Campus, the $15.00 dollar tickets were avail- 
able from Don Drennon, W2EBF, Alan Ko- 
menski, AC2K and Jim O’Brien, K2UDP. 
This was an unusual RaRa Rag as it was deliv- 
ered by Air-Mail. It seems your editor, Ron 
Jacobowski, K2RJ, was vacationing and finish- 
ing the Rag at the same time. Realizing he 
could not get the Rag into distant bulk mailing, 
he called upon member Gordon Bass, K2UIR, 
to solve the problem. Gordy flew his private 
plane to Ron, picked up the completed Rags, 
and deposited them into the local mail drop. 
Ron Jacobowski was also cited this month as 
the RaRa Rag was selected the newsletter of 
the month by 73 Magazine. Completing an 
almost two year project, Jim O’Brien, K2UDP, 
unveiled the new and stunning full-color RaRa 
member QSL cards. The cards featured a fu- 
turistic artwork showing major downtown 
Rochester buildings with roadways, vehicles 
and other smaller objects depicted as electrical 
components. The artworks were the result of 
work by students at R..T. QSL’s were avail- 
able to members at $25.00 for 1000 pieces 
with callsign printing the responsibility of the 
buyer. Irv Goodman, AF2K, subsequently 
printed 1000’s of these cards. Dave Rubin, 
N3CKH, reported that a new ham station at the 
Jewish Community Center would be dedicated 
by featured speaker Jim Taylor of the Buffalo 
FCC office. 

RaRa Historian Bruce Kelley, W2ICE, 
kicked off a multi-part feature on the history of 
local radio stores such as: E.C. Sykes of front 
St, Beucaire’s on Lawrence St., Rudolph 
Schmidt at 51 East Ave. and Hickson Electric 
on Corinthian Street, to mention a few. Ed 
Neubauer, N2BXA, of Sykes Datatronics, 
spoke at the RRRA meeting conjecturing that 
there would be a PC in every home by 1985. 
Tom Richmond, WB2IEY, reported a new 
two-meter beacon on 144.051. Frank Cona, 
W2WPY, was reported as a silent key. From 
the Want Ads you could by a mint Drake R7 
receiver from Chuck Oneski, K2YCO. 


SILENT KEYS 


Josephine E. Keltz. W2WOW 


December 26,<2003mmP 


Leo J. Halpin W2KSW 
January 19, 2003 
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KIDS DAY 


Peter Fournia W2SKY 

Four youths and two parents participated in 
the 2003 Kids Day hosted at the Xerox Ama- 
teur Radio Club station in Webster on January 
4. They enjoyed the opportunity to talk with 
other kids around the nation. They talked with 
6-7 different stations over a 2 hour period. 
Some stations hosted multiple kids and had 
engaging control operators. Each of our stu- 
dents participated in multiple conversations. 
In addition to HF radio, Echolink, repeaters 
and public service were demonstrated. 

We sent a follow-up letter to 12 students in 
the fall 2002 Radio Coach class hosted by 
RaRa. One item in that letter was an invitation 
to participate in this Kids Day event. Two 
Radio Coach Students responded to the invita- 
tion but only one attended. Three others at- 
tended in response to an invitation extended to 
the Civil Air Patrol by Larry Lavery (WW2J). 

The boy, Martin, completed the Radio Coach 
Program at Jefferson Middle School. The three 
girls are from Spencerport and were accompanied 
by Chuck BlocherskK@2TOV, who is active with 
the CAP. The XARC members who assisted were 
Brian (K2AS), Bob (K2OID), Ned (KC2FLM), 
Jon (N2JAC) and Peter (W2SKY). 


RaRa 
Amateur Radio 


License Testing 


All Elements Needed To Complete 
A License Class 


SATURDAY 


FEBRAURY 15, 2003 
Registration — 8:30 AM 
Testing — 9:00 AM 
Monroe Community Hospital 
(South Entrance) 
435 E. Henrietta Road 
Rochester, NY 
(Enter complex off East Henrietta Rd. 
Bear to the left, just before the third speed 
Bump the South entrance will be on your 
Right park in lot to your left) 


RaRa LICENSE CLASS 
Ray Pickens WA2MYG 


As this is my first tour at being License 
Class Director I really have no point of refer- 
ence But all things considered I think the 
class as a whole went very well. We started 
with 21 students (and one instructor who up- 
graded along with his class) on September 9" 
and (Phe bottom line being out of the 21 there 


were two drop outs and two failures 18 either 
assed their entry level exam (three of those 
passed the CW exam) and the rest all upgraded 

a higher class license. 

The second semester will start at the Mon- 
roe Community Hospital with registration on 
February 10, 2003 at 19:00 running for the 
next 12 Monday nights with the 13" week be- 
ing & special class only VE session. Kevin 
WB2QMY will be teaching CW with Allen 
N2VY @eaching Technician theory and Ron 
N2TLX teaching General theory and Carl 
KU2Nfeaching Extra theory. For more infor- 
mation go to www.rochesterham.org. 


SCHOLARSHIP REMINDER 
Dick Goslee K2VCZ 


The deadline for submitting applications for 
the third annual RaRa Memorial Scholarship is 
April 15, 2003. The “Rochester Amateur Radio 
Association Memorial Scholarship” has been 
established with generous donations made in 
memory of Leland Zwack, W2WPF, William 
Buchan, W2OMV and William Resch, 
K4VOS. The scholarship is available to any 
licensed Amateur Radio operator who is or 
will be pursuing any degree of Associate level 
or higher in any accredited school beyond high 
school. The individual must be a member of 
RaRa and a resident of New York State. The 
scholarship is for one individual for one year, 
but the recipient may reapply for subsequent 
years. 

Applications for the scholarship may be 
obtained at RaRa general meetings, by mail at 
P.O. Box 93333, Rochester, NY 14692-8333 
or by calling the RaRa phone at 442-0587. 
Additional information and a copy of the appli- 
cation are available on the Rochester Amateur 
Radio Association web site at http:// 
www.rochesterham.org/ or from one of the 
officers. 

Additional “tax exempt donations” in mem- 
ory W2WPF, W20OMV, K4VOS or any other 
silent key may be sent to: Rochester Amateur 
Radio Association, Inc., Memorial Scholar- 
ship, P.O. Box 93333, Rochester, NY 14692- 
8333. 


RAG DEADLINE 2/18/2007 
RaRa Hotline (585) 442-0587 24x7 


Local Checking for ARRL 


Awards 
Ed Gable K2MP 


A long standing goal for Ham operators has 
been to complete contacts for working all 
states, or for working 100 grids on VHF/UHF 
or for achieving DXCC by working 100 coun- 
tries of more. These ARRL awards can be 
processed locally by ARRL Field Checker Ed 
Gable, K2MP. Ed will verify your QSL cards 
and mail your application forms to ARRL HQ. 
It is no longer necessary to mail your precious 
cards off to Newington. For details on the 
awards go to www.arrl.org. To set up an ap- 
pointment contact Ed at k2mp@arrl.net or 
(585) 392-3088. Card checking at the Roches- 
ter Hamfest is also planned. 


Atlantic Division Di 


Ed Gable K2MP 
RaRa would like to acknowledge and con- 
gratulate offown ARRL Atlantic Division 
Director, Bernie Fuller, N3EFN, for just being 
elected to the ARRL Executive Committee. 
This honor recognizes a persofistalready dem- 
: onstrated ability to get involved and effectively 
® participate in finding solutions to the problems 
facing ham radio today, as well as setting fu- 
ture direction. We, as members of the Atlantic 
Division, should feel proud and secure know- 
ing our Director is so ably representing our 
needs. 


Do you have: 
A WILL? 
A POWER OF ATTORNEY? 
A LIVING WILL? 
A HEALTH CARE PROXY? 


If not, call 


Snyder and Snyder, Attorneys 
Sherwood M. Snyder W2KFU 
Paul |. Snyder 
No Charge for Consultation 
546-7258 @ 183 E Main St @ Suite 1024 


The Solution To Your Radio Needs 


At A Low Price - Guaranteed! 
Radio * Service ° Sales ¢ Installation 
Specializing in 2 Way Radio Equipment 
/ / CB + Amateur + Marine « FRS + GMRS 
° Guaranteed Work ° Free Estimates 
° Reasonable Rates 


° 30 Years Experience 
Mon.- Sat. 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. 


Noh a 
106 Cobblestone Court Dr. Fl NIGER LAKES 


Suite 202 


Victor, NY 14564-1048 REPAIR SERVICE 


800-473-1944 — 585-330-6742 — 585-367-8161 fax www.fingerlakesrepair.com 


GLENWOOD ELECTRONIC 


594 HAGUE STREET COMPONENT PARTS 
ROCHESTER, NY 14606 (NEW AND NEW SURPLUS) 
age is ites li LARGE SELECTION 
pee ee HIGH QUALITY 
 LOWPRICES 
PH: S(776)328-1600 
IN-DEPTH INVENTORY 


FAX: (746)'328-3630 


WE STOCK THE FOLLOWING: 


AC CORDS ic's SOLDER 
CAPACITORS LAMPS SWITCHES 


COAX CABLE LED'S TRANSISTORS 
CONNECTORS MOTORS TRIACS 

DIODES POTENTIOMETERS TRIMPOTS 
ENCLOSURES RELAYS VARIABLE CAPS 
FANS RESISTORS WIRE/CABLE 
FUSES SCR'S ZENER DIODES 
FUSEHOLDERS SHRINK TUBE LOTS MORE 


TRY GLENWOOD FOR ALL YOUR COMPONENT REQUIREMENTS 


FULL LINE DISTRIBUTORS FOR 


NTE Replacement Semi's TYTON Cable Ties 
PRB VCR Belts & Accy PROTEK Test Gear 
GC/THORSEN Tools & Chemicals MUELLER Test Leads 
SLWABER Outlet Strips + GOLDSTAR ‘Test Gear 
WAHL Soldering/Drilling PALADIN Tools 


Tools & Accy 


